Blueberry Bottom Farm – Brighton Iowa – Kim Andersen
kim@blueberrybottomfarm.com

Planting high bush Blueberries (our method)
Blueberries require low pH (acidic soil), plenty of water, a well-drained soil/site and full sun.
PLANTING INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Dig your hole approximately 18 inches in diameter or more and 12 inches deep.  Rough up the bottom of hole and sides with spade; add a shallow layer of peat moss in the hole.  Mix the soil you dug with 3 shovels of Canadian peat moss or well-rotted sawdust or composted pine bark.  This planting hole you are preparing is what the blueberry is going to live in its entire life.   If you did not acidify prior to planting, also add fast acting sulfur at this point (refer to package for amount).
2. Rough up the root ball if it is tight from being in a pot.   Do this by digging your fingers into the sides and spreading out the roots. If rootbound, take a knife, and cut the roots to allow them to spread out.
3. Plant high versus low for best drainage.  You can plant the root ball ½ out of ground, then mound with more peat moss/soil mixture around the plant.  
4. Mulch with pine bark (1st choice), hardwood chips (2nd choice).  Do not mound the mulch deep at the crown of plant or you will smother the plant. ;-/
5. Water – blueberries require a minimum of 1 inch per week during growing season and 2 inches when setting and bearing fruit.  
6. Remove fruit blooms the first year so the plants energy goes toward establishing roots not fruit.  Gently strip off the buds or flowers with your fingers. (May)



Care of high bush Blueberries (our method)
Blueberries require low pH (acidic soil), plenty of water, a well-drained soil/site and full sun.
CARE OF BLUEBERRIES:
1. Keep weeded.  Refresh mulch as needed (every 2 or 3 years) – pine bark is best.
2. Add 1 tbsp. of elemental sulfur (approved for organic) in the fall sprinkled around the plant in about 3 ft. diameter. This is slow acting and keeps the soil acidic. If you are not worried about organic, you can use a fast-acting sulfur.  Increase this amount as the plants get bigger.  Ex: our plants are now mostly 8 and 9 years old…and we use 1 cup of sulfur per plant now.  Espoma has an organic acidifier.
3. In spring, add ½ cup of fertilizer per plant.  We use Ohio Earth, ReVita Pro 5-4-5 (OMRI approved).  You can use any balanced fertilizer, but do not overdo it. Increase as plants get bigger.  You can use any acid-loving fertilizer such as Azalea plant food.  Other options are Berry Mix by Fertrell and Holly Care.  
We also do foliar fertilizer using a mist sprayer with a fish seaweed mix in Spring, 2 – 3 applications before fruit set. Once the end of April/beginning of May as soon as there are leaves.  Then, 2 more applications at 10-day intervals. We must spray either early in the day or towards evening to consider wind speed and temperature/humidity.  Be careful not to spray anything oily on a hot, sunny day.
4. Fungicide.  We have had to use fungicide for the first time in 2023.  Signs are dark spots along sections of the branches.  Regalia is approved for organic. Check the label for use on blueberries.
5. Insecticide. We have used Dipel (BT)…for moths/caterpillars…very sparingly. We have tried some soap for Japanese beetles and milky spore for the Japanese beetle grubs.  We suggest netting your blueberry bushes to avoid the Japanese beetles…do this after the blooms have been pollinated by the bumble bees…but before you have ripe fruit. The beetles have been showing up mid- June and sticking around through mid-August the past several summers.  We have also tried Neem Oil and felt it changed the taste of the blueberries.
6. Protect your bushes from critters.  Birds – netting, flash tape.  Rabbits and Deer, fencing. Raccoons- when ripe berries, traps, electric fence.  Voles and pocket gophers feed on blueberry roots and are very destructive.  We put up a box hoping to attract a small hawk (kestrel) but it did not work.  We have resorted to bait stations with poison as a last resort.
7. After plants are 4 – 5 years old, start pruning.  Cut out any dead branches, severe crossings, and older wood.  Light pruning the first several years.  Pruning occurs when plants are dormant (Feb. – March), early Spring.  You get more berries and bigger berries from pruning.
8. Blueberries do not tolerate drought.  Keep watering, but do not overwater.  You can purchase an inexpensive moisture meter or dig under the mulch with your finger to check moisture.

If you are wanting to grow your blueberries organically…look for products that have the OMRI label.  Many products say they are organic on the label but are not certified. We must use products that are certified organic to maintain our certification through the USDA and Real Organic Project.


